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Unity may never be achieved in its absolute
form and meanings. Thus it is like life; an ever-
going struggle and strife. See Ayah 2 of Sura 67
(Al-Mulk). [Who hath created life and death
that He may try you, which of you is best in
conduct; and He is the Mighty, Forgiving,
translation by Pickthall.]
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How are you, my dear world mate,
dearest countrymen and the readers J
wishing you health, happiness and an
unwavering hope DAL
The way President Trump has
handled world affairs and more so
our regional security matters, was
top of my list. His persistent repetition of downing of
seven aircrafts of IAF, and in addition, eulogizing our
PM and CDF is rather intriguing. In the same span of
time USA has signed a ‘Frame work for the US-India
Major Defence Partnership.’ It is a huge ten years road
map. Binding both the countries to deeper defence
cooperation. It has five major features. One of those
five reads, ‘Regional Stability and Deterrence.” What
is America up to? Does it reflect on US-Israel-Indian
nexus? This Framework...signed on 31st Oct 25 is
based on four foundational agreements. These were
signed between the year 2002 to 2020; namely (saving
on space): LEMOA, COMCASA and BECA.

The security scenario of Pakistan has been under heavy
clouds. See the article, by Brig Asif Haroon; ‘War
Seems Imminent’. Pak-Afghan relations have gradually
deteriorated, and have become very complicated and
dicey. Of course, India is not only one critical factor
but a character also. Qatar and then Turkey tried their
best, but hardly to any concrete outcome. A lame
cease fire, but no solid Truce. Pakistan is being bled
continuously. Attack on 10 Nov on Cadet College
Wana, was the latest. Remember that none out of the
three super powers could conquer the tribes inhabiting
Afghan land. America, leading the NATO was last to
fail to degrade Taliban. Then they had Pakistan as their
backyard; now Afghanistan is their safehaven! Will
our superiority in conventional warfare be a surety to
degrade TTA, TTP with its four groups (Mehsud, Hafiz
Gul Bahadur, Jamat ul Ahrar, etc)?

Despite ceasefire in Gaza, the atrocities and tragedies
have further compounded! It has given new meanings
to /O' Over 70,100 have been killed so far! Yet the blind
supporter of Israel is aspiring for the Noble Prize for
Peace!

Bakhtiar

Not only read but, please study ‘From Oversight to
Servility’, by Lt Gen Durrani. Many would know he
was intelligence and security wizard; chief of a world
renowned agency. He vouches Pakistan has more than
its share of imbalances and incongruities. He goes on to
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warn that all our nemeses have joined hands against us.
Study the analysis of 27th Amendment. There is a lot to
interpolate and extrapolate.

Dr. Z A Qureshi, a media and IR expert has explored
a new vista of Global Order. It is with reference to
Unilateralism and Multilateralism. And with China
as the new leader. This study is of great value for
academicians and the practitioner. He has dwelt on
Pak-Saudi Defence Agreement as well. There is lot
more to explore in this elaborate study. Look at the
philosophical generalization of Refusing to Shake-
hand in the backdrop of the history, by Lt Gen Raza
M Khan. The rude, and ungentlemanly behavior of the
Indian cricket team has been taken as a case study to
be the base of this wonderful and valuable build up to
frame laws on human behavior. A comprehensive work
to teach, learn and polish the growing human beings.

Then we have an excellent article on the Economy of
Pakistan, by a finance and accounts expert. He is now
a seasoned chief executive of a power producing unit.
Mr. Kashif M Ansari. He has raised many a questions,
and given answer to many. Showing the Country the
way-forward. Here are some; a. Will rise in GDP
help us grow? b. Is the nose-down in poverty of half
of population a misfortune? c¢. Why rich are building
taller gates, while poor....? Some solutions: a. we have
to tax the rich. b. Health and education is a right, not
a privilege. b. Land reforms remain an elephant in
Pakistan’s living room. c. And last one here; we are
poor because we lack justice.

My dear readers there are no less than three English
poems and one in Urdu, in this Issue. One, ‘Where
Shadows Weep for Love’, written by Air Cdre Matloob
is picked and chosen by world’s Elite Magazine. What
an achievement. Great. Do read and ponder, ‘Who Am
I’. And last but not the least; ‘One Winged Flight’.
I’m proud of my student, Saba Stephen Suleman. Stay
blessed. Please don’tmissout  S{»5 b5 sl y2* 3 by
Dr. Magsooda.

How can I forget and defer the persistent, pain of Dec
1971. The scar of the wound now smiles, after (¥ S, >
May 2025.
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WORK FOR AN INCLUSIVE POLITY AND SOCIETY

There are good times in nation’s history,
and there may also be bad patches. But
if dark times persist for longer durations,
then it should be a matter of reflection for
the intelligentsia that why the journey in
the tunnel is not ending?

Lt Gen Naeem Khalid
Lodhi

But who will decide whether the time we
are living in is good or bad? Happiness
of humans is contingent upon political, social and economic
inclusiveness resulting in food and economic security,
environment of peace and justice, education and entertainment
opportunities, etc.

If we observe the body language, facial expressions and
attitudes of people around, it seems, at least to many of us,
that most of the people are not satisfied with the prevailing
environment. We have a warlike situation nearly along all the
borders and also in some areas deep inside our own territory.
The concept of egalitarian society as envisaged by Islam and
many other religions and philosophies is getting blurred,
and is being replaced by a highly polarised and stratified
political, economic, ethnic groups, divided both vertically
and horizontally.

This has put the Country in a precarious situation, especially
if we add to it the volatility of our western and eastern borders.
A Country that suffers from a mismanaged economy, bad
governance, law and order breakdown, alienated neighbours,
cannot afford to have such internal bitterness as we are
witnessing. All involved and responsible must understand
that this is not a sustainable model in a world that is already
facing the pains of transformation in many ways.

The prevailing international and regional environment
demand internal unity and utmost preparedness to protect
own sovereignty. To achieve that there is a requirement that
through prudence and accommodation we resolve our internal
rifts, forge unity and effectively reduce external pressures
employing adroit diplomacy and effective deterrence.

This is only possible if all our important leaders, and those at
the helm of affairs, exercise prudence and collectively work
for political, social and economic inclusiveness. Without
ending the present intense polarisation in polity and society,
we do not stand a chance of being counted among great
nations in this highly competitive world.

Let us all work for harmony and inclusiveness, through
political acumen, compassion, accommodation and good
governance, forging ourselves into an educated, healthy and
a strong nation.

- o
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FROM OVERSIGHT TO SERVILITY
In the late 1950s, Mao Zedong’s

books were available on the |
streets of Anarkali for two rupees wd‘
a piece. Maybe that’s the reason N
some of us, then students in the —

nearby  Government  College,
were tempted to buy them. No
idea why his famous red book did
not make much impression on me, but the one “On
Contradiction” did — even though it was so convoluted
that for someone trying to absolve a bachelor’s degree
in science, following its thread was more complex
than chemically analysing a soldier. I did that a couple
of years later after donning an army uniform and got
it published in a military journal to earn a princely
honorarium of twenty-five rupees.

Lt Gen Asad Durrani

Later in the service one was often reminded of
what I thought the great man had in mind. While
evaluating threats, looked for contradictions in the
enemy’s system of forces — and in its social fabric.
When the Soviet Union collapsed, I was heading the
ISI. Analysing the causes came with the job and so
did the decision that the mission was too critical to
be entrusted to any single person or a group. Most of
the conclusions had plenty in common and were thus
embedded in my memory.

That the Empire went down the tube while its colossal
military machine and the impressive range of nuclear
weapons merely stood by twiddling their thumbs,
raised no eyebrows. All states are a bit oligarchic
— must have heard the maverick Bernie Sanders
reiterate it only the other day — but that in the Soviet-
Russia, since the system had a stranglehold over
public opinion, hardly anyone knew that the Oligarchs
were minting money under state patronage. It indeed
contributed to the decline, as did the unbridled power
of the Nomenklatura; a select group chosen by the
permanent establishment (the communist party) that
had the ultimate say in the national affairs.

Another cause is so common that many of us accept it
as the fait accompli. Some in fact find it of immense
value for a nation’s legacy. Bavaria was bankrupt
but King Ludwig the Second mortgaged his country
to construct castles that count amongst the best in
the world. Kremlin spent its meagre resources to
build Underground Stations that attracted more art
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lovers than the passengers. And before one forgets; in
modern times no other country “disappeared” people
more constructively than did the Russians. Siberia was
sparsely populated and needed slave labour to tap its vast
potential. Dissidents just happened to come in handy.
The problem was that the people so incarcerated were
simply warning of the impending meltdown. With them
gone there was no one to sound the alarm and the hired
hands applauded the Empire all the way to the train-
wreck. Muscular approach to suppress domestic unrest
was always a bad idea and has often resulted in state
implosion. In the Subcontinent, the precedent set by us
in 1971 was followed by Bangladesh and Nepal, but
mercifully their vibrant civil societies saved the countries
before the demagogues did them in.

The Soviets also rode roughshod over its satellites.
Uprisings in Hungry and Czechoslovakia were ruthlessly
put down. With NATO on its western borders and China
in the east no longer an ally in ideology, who in Kremlin in
the right frame of mind would have invaded Afghanistan!
Learnt many years later that Brezhnev took that decision
against the military’s advice. It didn’t take Moscow long
to realise the blunder but the errors of strategy being
more difficult to correct, the one-man led misadventure
took many years before the occupation was rolled-back.
Since success has many fathers both the Afghans and we
believed that the Duo had delivered the coup de grdce.
Be that as it may, the meltdown was so sudden and swift
as if the Empire had been hit by a Tsunami. Not sure
when [ first heard of the Imperial Overstretch but in this
case keeping pace with the West’s Star Wars clearly ran
Soviets out of steam.

The US now uncontested at the global pinnacle launched
the New World Order. How it conducted the 91 Gulf War
indicated how it would follow-up. Saudi apprehensions
and the advice of its own CENTCOM Commander
(Schwarzkopf) were ignored; the UN was arm-twisted
to bless the eviction of the Republican Guards from
Kuwait; and countries with extra cash — Germany, Japan,
and indeed the Oil Kingdoms — were told to pick up the
tab. Thereafter, it became the norm. If the World Body
provided a fig leaf to an American project, well and good;
otherwise, the Sole Superpower bulldozed regardless.
Consequently, the Upstart Empire took merely a decade
before it lost momentum. If it’s still alive and (virtually)
kicking, even when down or out, it was because it didn’t
suffer from the range of contradictions that afflicted
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its former rival. Assets like a decentralised structure,
personal freedoms, absence of state suppression, and
most importantly participation of the populace, sustained
its status. What provides more confidence to the people
in that system is the fact that one didn’t have to belong
to a dynasty to go up the ladder. Obama, Trump, and
Mamdani are a few illustrious examples. “Liberating
individualistic energies transformed America from the
child and ward to the rival and guardian of Western
Europe”: so, surmised the historian husband and wife
team, Will and Ariel Durant.

Many of us may regard the US as a greater evil than its
late adversary but it still has its wicked-wicked charms.
Hollywood once ruled the screens — we skipped classes
to watch a good Western. Invention of jeans had a greater
impact on human civilisation than launching satellites in
the space. And it turned out to be the only power that —
where the rest of the world along with its much-touted
international organisations and billions of citizens fired
with humanitarianism failed — provided some relief
from the sub-human conditions in Gaza. Trump may
utter inanities but though fully cognisant that he would
go back on them, all of us remain on the edge till he fires
his next verbal salvo. It’s up to us now to judge our own
country on the good and bad standards set by the two
mightiest powers of the previous century. The following
is one such attempt.

Pakistan has more than its shares of imbalances and

incongruities: between the military and the non-military;
the state and the society; amongst the federating units;

rich and poor; some above and many below the law;
and dissident movements in the two western provinces
acquiring a life of their own. In principle, the policies and
decisions, since they affect the well-being and the future
of a nation, must be brainstormed threadbare — and the
golden rule for a meaningful discourse is due deference
to opposite views. If I recall correctly, it was in 2018 that
some in this business walked up to me and complained
that on “freedom of expression” things were now worse
than under Zia. No wonder that the public debate has
been captured by the choir that claps and sings in unison
behind the head qawwal.

Within the Armed Forces, Army is the predominant
service. The need for coordination with other two was
starkly felt during the 1965 War. It led to the creation
of the Joint Services Headquarters that was tasked to
do the needful. To convince the Navy and the Airforce
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that they were an invaluable part of the whole, adequate
representation was ensured. The top post too was to
be rotated amongst the services — especially because
the air and the naval arms were now acquiring greater
import in warfare. The four-day round in May this
year provided the proof if one was needed. The 27th
Constitutional Amendment practically places them
under the command of the Army Chief.

On the external front, relations with Afghanistan were
essentially to keep our western flank as trouble free as

possible. We even took on the ire of the two superpowers
to restore the era when the Afghans, even in their angrier
moments, were sane enough to act in their interest — and
kept our western borders quiet when the eastern were not.
The present situation has landed the country in the jaws
of a nutcracker. Fuelling these divides would thus be
India’s best option but Modi instead targeted our military
not only forging domestic unity — even if provisionally
— but also going for the strength instead of for our fault-
lines. No one however can ensure that our Achille’s Heal
— the discord within — ceases to be an attractive target
except us working for the willing participation of the

people. Amongst many other reasons, devolution was

therefore an accepted principle of public administration.
We on the other hand continued to concentrate power

which is now firmly in the hands of one man — the Army
Chief.

Any wonder that our current hybrid regime has fallen
short on most, if not all the criteria for success. With a
large number of suspects, both within and without, no
chance that we would know, who for example might
have done the suicide act outside the Supreme Court — or
if like Murder on the Orient Express, all our nemeses
have joined hands against us! Worse still, it refuses
to undertake any course correction. Our only chance
therefore lies in a successor dispensation that can forge
consensus, minimise external and internal cleavages, and
accept that in contradiction to its own teachings that the
insurgencies and internal dissent were essentially political
affairs, the Pak military is spearheading the charge.

Having watched the Army’s botched ventures, from
Coups to Kargil, many an old soldier agreed that the
civilian oversight was the lesser of all evils. The present
bunch of politicians however, finds playing second fiddle
to the man on the horseback a better option.

U b 603 6w <

As I was losing faith, the infidel became a believer

R

December 2025

WAR SEEMS IMMINENT

India is breathing fire and is
planning to attack Pakistan in
Nov using ground forces, Navy
and TAF. India is coordinating its
offensive moves with Afghanistan
to sandwich Pakistan from two }
directions. The TTA regime under
Haibatullah Akhundzada, which is

strategically aligned with India and has the support of
Israel, has become the sworn enemy of Pakistan.

Negotiations in  Doha and Istanbul were a
farce, essentially designed to buy time to shift TTP
and BLA terrorists to safer places in congested areas of
cities, and to regroup the terrorists and suicide bombers
for future attacks in Pakistan. Haibatullah has taken
personal control over all the suicide bombers, and has
assembled 700 bombers in Qandhar from all the terror
groups in the old compound of Mulla Omar, where the
terrorists are trained and teenagers are brainwashed
to become suicide bombers. From now onwards,
Haibatullah will be assigning targets and dispatching
suicide bombers. The main targets are Islamabad,
Lahore and Karachi.

Reportedly, 120 suicide bombers have entered
Pakistan and the first suicide attack took place in
Islamabad 11 Nov. All the suicide bombers are
carrying Pakistani ID cards, and are well versed with
the geography of Pakistan. Although Jamaatul Ahrar
claimed responsibility, the approver is Haibatullah
who has become a sworn enemy of Pakistan. Hence,
the conclusion drawn is that TTA, and not TTP is the
enemy of Pakistan, since TTP takes guidance from
Haibatullah. TTA is anti-peace and anti-Pakistan, and is
behaving irresponsibly like a loose Jihadi force. It has
sheltered 24 major terrorist groups in violation of the
Doha Agreement. It has a sinister design to seize KP and
the Pashtun belt of Baluchistan. A Greater Afghanistan
map is in circulation.

There are daily flights between Afghanistan and India,
and reportedly all the Afghans travelling to India are
in possession of Pak IDs and documents. They are
likely to be used for staging false flag operations, like
the one enacted in Delhi on 10 Nov. In response to
the Indian sponsored attacks in Wana and Islamabad,
about which concrete evidence of involvement of the
two conniving partners has been collected, Pakistan is
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planning a counterpoise inside Afghanistan. Prior to the
cross border attack, Pak security forces conducted an
intelligence based targeted operation in Zehri village in
interior Baluchistan, and destroyed a Command HQ of
BLA and TTP, and killed 30 terrorists including their top
commanders. They had assembled to plan and execute
attacks in the two provinces in response to Pakistan’s
intended deep strikes in Afghanistan.

The evil has been nipped in the bud, but the battle is
on, since the Khawarijs have the support of handlers,
facilitators and sympathizers in Pakistan. PTI, PkMap,
PTM, banned TLP and several other groups are pro-
TTP, TTA and India. Hence, Pakistan security forces
have to deal with external Indo-Afghan-Israel nexus
and the internal axis, which is against Azm Istehqam in
KP and Baluchistan, and are opposing return of illegal
Afghan refugees, who have become a big security
hazard. Internally, Afghanistan is in a mess. Apart
from differences among the ruling Qandhari group, the
Khostis under Sirajuddin Haqqani and the Qandharis
are engaged in a power struggle. Northern Afghanistan
is spinning out of control, where the National Resistance
Force (NRF) of Tajiks, Panjsheri group led by Ahmed
Masud, and the 20,000 strong ANA soldiers under
Rustam Dostum are up in arms.

NRF and the Tajiks have gained control over four
provinces including Badakshan and Takhar. NRF is in
contact with Pakistan and seeking assistance. It wants
a regime change. Ahmed Masood on a visit to Paris,
is lambasting TTA and wants it to be replaced with a
people friendly government. Afghanistan is in a melting
pot, while Pakistan is facing three directional threats
to its security. War with India and Afghanistan seems
imminent.

The Govt and the military are well poised to take on
the threats and are ready to give a befitting response,
but the role of domestic opponents is shameful and
deplorable. KP is the frontline province and has suffered
the most at the hands of hired proxies and the treachery
of the TTA. The CM of KP, directed by the founder of
PTI, is aligned with the enemies of Pakistan. The cult
followers are criticising the govt and the army and not
the enemies. They are blaming defence minister Asif
Khwaja for failing talks in Istanbul, and not the Afghan
delegation, which threatened to blow up Islamabad and
remained inflexible.

O
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GLOBAL ORDER
MULTILATERALISM VS
UNILATRALISM

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE SYSTEM
Over the past eight decades,
the United Nations as the most
representative and authoritative
institution of global governance
has played an irreplaceable role in
maintaining international peace and
promoting common development.
Yet, today’s world is undergoing profound and
complex changes. Multiple crises have emerged and
are overlapping, placing unprecedented pressure
and challenges on the global governance system.
Deficits in peace, development, security and
governance are interwoven, becoming prominent
bottlenecks that restrict humanity’s sustainable
development momentum. Stalemates in the
decision-making mechanism, low implementation
rates of development aid and the lack of effective
international coordination on emerging technologies
all highlight the urgent need to improve the
representativeness, effectiveness and inclusiveness
of the current global governance system.

&)

Dr. Z A Qureshi

A closer examination of the UN framework reveals
particularly acute structural contradictions. On the
one hand, the agenda-setting process is out of sync
with the times - traditional governance priorities
still focus on political security and economic
development while global emerging issues such
as climate change, cyber security and Al ethics
receive relaively slow responses. On the other hand,
resources mobilization capacity is insufficient.
Some member states, in particular the United States,
frequently fall into arrears of their dues and the gap
in humanitarian aid funding continues to expand,
severely constraining the UN’s ability to act.

In the sphere of relations among different
civilizations, China promotes dialogue and mutual
learning among civilizations and encourages
greater linguistic diversity in the UN’s official
documentation. Over the past decade, the proportion
of Chinese-language documents at the UN has risen
from 7% to 21%. In addition, nearly 40 dialogue
platforms at all levels under the Global Civilization
Initiative have been launched building bridges for
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mutual understanding among diverse civilizations.
These practices not only embody China’s firm
support for multilateralism but also reflect the
Oriental philosophical pursuit of “harmony without
uniformity”. Building on this tradition, some
Chinese scholars have advanced the concept of
“harmonious unity and good governance” which
emphasizes seeking harmonious coexistence on
the basis of respecting diversity and difference
and achieving good governance through dialogue
and collaboration. This concept regards human
society as a shared community of life, aiming to
strike a dialectical balance between the principle
of sovereignty and global responsibility and to
address structural contradictions through dialogue
and negotiation.

Facing these governance dilemmas, China, as the
world’s largest developing country, has consistently
upheld the vision of building a community with a
shared future for humanity and is actively seeking
meaningful reform and improvement of the
global governance system. China has successfully
proposed — the Global Development Initiative,
the Global Security Initiative — providing Chinese
solutions for improving global governance.

In the development domain, China advocates
advancing connectivity through infrastructure
to promote shared growth and actively pursues
pragmatic cooperation in areas such as clean
energy and the digital economy. To date, China has
signed Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) cooperation
documents with more than 150 countries and 30
international organizations, implementing over
2,000 major cooperation projects that have created
vast employment opportunities. China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the flagship project
of BRI. Within the framework of Saudi Arabia’s
“Vision 3000” strategy, Chinese companies have
worked with Saudi counterparts to transform oil
wealth into investments in new energy industries,
jointly building green energy bases. In partnership
with the United Arab Emirates, China has co-
developed a multilateral central bank digital
currency bridge project, offering innovative
solutions for cross-border payments and financial
cooperation.

6. According to the assessment by the United Nations
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Development Program in 2023, Chinese solutions
have raised the overall progress of implementing
the Sustainable Development Goals by 12% with
the adoption rate of clean energy increasing by as
much as 18%. China successfully mediated the
restoration of diplomatic relations between Iran and
Saudi Arabia, making a significant contribution to
peace and stability in the Middle East. It has played
a constructive role in bringing together Pakistan
and Afghanistan as well as the Myanmar situation,
encouraging dialogue among all parties. Such
practices have contributed to the incorporation of
the “development-security correlation index” into
the UN’s conflict early-warning system, offering
new approaches to conflict prevention.

China’s participation in global governance
underscores the common interests of humanity,
balances the principle of sovereignty with global
responsibility and places emphasis on addressing
fundamental contradictions through preventive
diplomacy and long-term cooperation. Inspired by
this concept, international academia has also begun
exploring more inclusive and flexible governance
frameworks. The European Union’s regulatory
export model, the crisis management approach
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’
(ASEAN) and the African Union’s development
financing mechanisms could complement one
another’s strengths. In emerging fields such as
artificial intelligence, some scholars have also
proposed creating a “technology-ethics-institution”
and integrated governance architecture to balance
innovation incentives with risk control. They
also advocated a results-oriented approach that
emphasizes not only procedural justice such as
third-party debt assessments but also the sharing
of tangible benefits such as the transfer of green
technologies.

Innovative global financing tools should be
developed to translate the right to development
from vision to reality and mechanisms for climate
loss-and-damage compensation should be advanced
to achieve ecological justice. As the vision of the
community with a shared future for humanity gains
increasingrecognitionworldwide, globalgovernance
is transitioning from an institutional patchwork
to paradigmatic reconstruction. The unique value
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of China’s participation in global governance lies
in its ability to combine the civilizational gene of
“valuing harmony” with innovative practices of
“systematic governance” and to uphold the core
principles of multilateralism while respecting
the reality of civilizational diversity. In the face
of global challenges, the international community
should jointly advocate value consensus at the global
level, build communities of shared interests at the
regional level and fulfill respective responsibilities
at the national level.

CHINA’s NEW GLOBAL SECURITY and
ECONOMIC ORDER

Addressing the 25" SCO Heads of State Council
meeting in 2025, the Chinese President, Xi Jinping
pressed his vision for a new global security and
economic order that prioritizes the “Global South”.
He said “Global governance has reached a new
crossroads” and member states “must continue to
take a clear stand against hegemony, power politics
and practice true multilateralism” — thinly veiled
swipe at the United States. The SCO Summit took
place against the backdrop of significant geopolitical
upheaval. This has been driven largely by President
Donald Trump’s disruptive policies which have
upended global trade by a ‘tariff war’ and also
recorded Washington’s geopolitical priorities.
The US President’s aggressive trade policy
applied against both the allies and adversaries has
encouraged them to seek closer ties with each other
even as they pursue negotiations with Washington
to secure lower levies.

President Trump’s coercive approach has pushed
China and Russia even closer together. His trade
assault on India and imposition of penalties over
Indian imports of Russian oil has undermined
strategic ties built over decades with New Delhi
This has urged India to reach out to China and
deepened the ‘thaw’ in their relations. It is also
principal reason why Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi decided to undertake his first visit to China
in seven years to attend the SCO summit. These
developments shaped the environment for the high-
profile SCO summit. This was its biggest gathering
so for since the Eurasian organization’s inception
in 2001. It was attended by 10-member states and
another 16 Observer or Dialogue Partner countries

I1.
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as well as heads of 10 international organizations.
A regional security and economic grouping, SCO
represents over 40% of the world’s population and
accounts for a quarter of the global economy.

The summit marked an opportunity for President Xi
Jinping to set out an alternative vision for ‘Global
Order’ that places emphasis on ‘cooperation’
in contrast to the ‘confrontation’ represented
by President Trump’s policies. In a volatile
international landscape created by Trump’s actions,
China offered stability and more responsible and
reliable global leadership. It also offered to be a
strong voice for the Global South. The summit was
important for its symbolism, messages to the world,
especially the US, display of the Global South
solidarity and for bilateral meetings on the sidelines
aimed at strengthening regional relationships
or so some said “redrawing geo-political map”.
President Xi’s speech called for a fairer, more
equitable international system. He reiterated
China’s support for ‘multilateralism’, stressing
the need to strengthen it and accord the UN a key
role. Taking aim at the US, without naming it,
President Xi rejected “bullying behavior” by certain
countries and decried the “Cold War” mentality that
“continues to haunt the world”. He also called for
“a clear stand against hegemonies and to oppose
“unilateralism”.

Declaring that the global governance system was at
a crossroads, he announced a “Global Governance
Initiative” predicted on international law and equal
participation of all states with a greater voice for
developing countries. The Tianjin declaration,
issued at the end of the SCO summit, called for the
“creation of a more just Multipolar World Order”.
In implicit criticism of the US, it said member states
opposed “confrontational approaches to resolving
international issues”. It rejected ‘“unilateral
coercive measures” including economic ones and
vowed to boost trade within the organization —
again a veiled reference to President Trump’s tariff
actions.

The joint communiqué “strongly condemned
the military strikes by Israel and US against Iran
in June, 20257, calling them ‘“a gross violation
of the UN Charter and international law”. It
expressed concern at the continuing Israeli-
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Palestinian conflict and catastrophic genocidal
and humanitarian situation in Gaza. It called for
an immediate ceasefire and a just settlement of the
Palestinian issue. Addressing the 80™ UN General
Assembly in New York, Brazil’s President, Luiz
Inacio Lula Silva said ‘multilateralism’ is at a
crossroads with the ideals that inspired the UN’s
founders under unprecedented threat. He lamented
the UN’s weakening authority while calling on it
to revive its role as a “promoter of equality, peace,
sustainable development, diversity and tolerance”.
Many leaders at the world body, condemned the
resort to ‘unilateralism’ by some and stressed the
need to strengthen ‘multilateralism’. They urged
the UN to reclaim and reassert its authority.

CHINA'’s VISION of PEACE - A MULTIPOLAR

WORLD

14. The 2025 SCO summit in Tianjin, China could

turn out to be one of the most successful in
Organization’s history, not least because the World
Order is changing with the West, rapidly losing
its domination of global affairs, even though some
Western leaders continue to desperately cling to the
illusion of a unipolar world. Today’s world has
become irreversible multipolar. Asia and Eurasia
are regaining their rightful place in the emerging
New World Order. Against this background, the
following propitious developments have impacted
to the SCO Summit extraordinary significance:

China has made adroit diplomatic moves in the run-
up to the summit to ensure all SCO member states
are properly aligned to make the meeting a success.
Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi made fruitful
visits to New Delhi, Islamabad and Kabul.

. The United States hoped to prop up India which

joined the SCO along with Pakistan in 2017 as
a counterweight to China in its “Pivot to Asia”
strategy. Giving India a prominent place in the
QUAD and projecting the four-country strategic
grouping as a future “ASIA-NATO” was part of its
plan to check China’s rise. Some influential voices
in Washington even urged India to quit the SCO
and BRICS in return for a favorable treatment from
the Western alliance. But circumstances prompted
India to make timely course-correction, mainly
because the US administration didn’t spare India in
its tariff war. The 50% US tariffs to punish India for
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buying Russian oil have taken effect and tensions
have heightened. Washington even tried to force
New Delhi to stop purchasing Russian oil in a bid to
drive a wedge between the two traditional partners
but India couldn’t oblige the US for energy security
reasons.

On its part, China has stood in solidarity with India
against the US ‘tariff war’. China’s ambassador
to India, Xu Feihong said: “The United States has
imposed tariffs of up to 50% on India and even
threatened for more. China firmly opposes it.
Silence or compromise only emboldens the bully.
China will firmly stand with India to uphold the
multilateral trading system with the World Trade
Organization (WTO) at its core”.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Shahbaz Sharif
referred to Chinese President, Xi Jinping's Global
Development Initiative and praised it for ushering
across the world - a phase of trade and development.
He said global financial institutions must further
equitable development and reform for the collective
good of all member states so that sustainable
development was attained and its policies should
not be discriminatory.

MULTILATERALISM - ASTA-PACIFIC REGION

15.

16.

The ministers from 12 Asia-Pacific economies
voiced concerns about rising ‘protectionism’ and
the potential for a ‘trade war’ erupting between
the world’s then two largest economic powers, the
United States and Japan, at their first meeting in
Canberra, Canada in 1989. The leaders from around
the region and beyond met in the meeting of Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in Gyeongju,
South Korea from 31 October to 1% November,
2025 and reflected how many of the concerns of the
APEC’s 1989 meeting have re-emerged today. The
concerns about rising ‘protectionism’, driven by
nationalism and a backlash against globalization,
are back. Some issues have become more pressing,
such as dealing with climate change and ensuring
more sustainable growth while new issues such as
the challenges posed by the rapid development of
artificial intelligence have emerged - all of which are
on the agenda of the ASEAN and APEC meetings.

The undermining of global institutions such as
the WTO and the erosion of a rules-based world
trading system present new challenges as well
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as opportunities for groupings such as ASEAN
and APEC. In its original conception, APEC had
advocated ‘non-discrimination’ and has become the
benchmark for regional groupings seeking to pursue
“open regionalism”. That is, to use regionalism as
a building rather than a stumbling block, towards
free and open trade that promotes globalism. This
is exactly what the original ASEAN members
have been doing by voluntarily multilateralism or
offering preferential tariffs on non-members on a
‘most favored nation’ basis. It could be argued that
institutions like APEC have an even more important
role to play now in ensuring that the world trading
system remains free and open.

In purely practical terms, the APEC meeting
marked the first face-to-face meeting between the
Chinese President, Xi Jinping and US President,
Donald Trump in South Korea in 2025 since the
latter began his second term in the White House.
It also brings into relief the fact that APEC is the
only regional economic cooperation initiative
that includes both the United States and China.
Indeed, the meeting could not have come at a more
opportune time, with negotiations between the two
countries still ongoing, punctured by flare-up in
tensions that threaten to boil over. This uncertainty
resulting from the trade brawl needs to end and this
meeting could be described in the right direction
and an incentive for a fair and rational deal to strike.

Apart from these regional groupings, there is
the comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership with four members
from ASEAN and seven from the RCEP. China
has applied to join it. The CPTPP is considered
the “gold standard” as far as the depth and
quality of FTAs are concerned. The RECP is less
ambitious but forms the largest FTA in the world,
having brought together key members involved
in regional institutions gain in importance when
multilateralism is undermined. These institutions
can help lock in gains that have been in liberalizing
trade by preventing backtracking. Through their
commitment to openness, they could make progress
in liberalizing select sectors and policy areas,
despite rising disenchantment with globalization
from certain countries.
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In ASEAN lies at the center of the RECP, its supply
chains remain China-centered. The RECP has open
rules and regulations throughout the region. Such
regulatory convergence will significantly reduce
the cost of doing business in the region. Although
the RECP came into force in 2022, it has been slow
to make tangible progress with its accords. It is,
however, expected to speed up implementation of its
work program, particularly after the establishment
of the RECP Support Unit in December 2024. The
RECP should rise to the challenge of filling the void
created by the backsliding on multilateralism.

China has other initiatives that can support supply
chains in ASEAN and beyond. The BRI is a key
program designed to increase connectivity within
and between regions, at a time when bilateral and
multilateral financing is facing challenges. Trade
costs are directly related to the level of connectivity
and as these costs come down, integration will rise.
Reducing these trade costs is critical to supporting the
growth and spread of regional supply chains. China’s
Global Development Initiative complements this
program by supporting smaller-scale investments in
the soft sectors. A healthy and skilled workforce to
equally important to support regional supply chains
and ensure inclusive development.

China has been a major proponent of multilateral
free trade. China’s role in the green transition
globally as an important player in the “new three”
industries of electric vehicles, renewable energy
and battery technologies is dependent on such a
system. As the world’s largest trading nation, it has
everything to gain from preserving multilateralism.

GLOBL ORDER
STRONGER MULTILATERALISM —
GEO-ECONOMICS

Pakistan has underscored the need for further
multilateralism, promoting geo-economics in
the regional context and strengthening the role of
United Nations for coping with the challenges of a
world faced with erosion of values and increase in
unilateral bloc politics. Speaking at the inaugural
session of Margalla Dialogue in Islamabad on 11%
November, 2025, Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister, Ishaqg Dar declared that
“failure to maintain international peace and security
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is the biggest challenge and cannot be abandoned
half-way”. The theme of Margalla Dialogue
was “the future of global order: cooperation or
confrontation”. The event organized by Islamabad
Policy Research Institute (IPRI) had brought
scholars, diplomats, policymakers and academicians
from around the world.

Mr. Dar said Pakistan stood for engagement with
all in the region so that the bounties of trade,
connectivity and development could bolster. He
said Pakistan also remained determined to capitalize
on inherited advantages for the prosperity and
betterment for people and the region by prioritizing
geo-economics which was one of the cardinal pillars
of engagement with the international partners. He
added that OIC was the second biggest multilateral
forum and must come up with a role in this age
of revulsion. Pakistan’s foreign minister said “to
break the vicious cycle of poverty and rising global
inequality, we must confront the imbalances in
international economic relations”.

Former Senator, Mushahid Hussain Syed referred to
China as a rising power and praised it for blanketing
a trade canvas with more than 130 countries of the
world. He said India’s efforts to impose a ‘new
normal of terror’ had failed and its May 2025 four-
day war against Pakistan was a case in point. He
expressed the view that India harbored expansionist
designs against nine states in the region including
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Maldives
and Tibet.

The Chair Professor at Soochow University and
Vice Chancellor of the Center for China and
Globalization, Dr. Victor Gao said Pakistan has
been winner in the war with India. “In fact, it was
a victory of peace over war”, he remarked. Dr. Gao
termed the bilateral relationship as’ China-Pakistan
Plus’ and said Islamabad should continue to play
a positive role with the United States. He warned
that “if you want to impose nuclear war on China,
China will wipe you out with nuclear retaliation”.
Associate Professor at St. Petersburg University,
Dr. Anastasia emphasized on the development
and sustainability of the Eurasian security and
connectivity architecture. IPRI President, Lt.
General ® Majid Ehsan said the sixth edition of
Margalla Dialogue was an opportunity to look
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threadbare into issues and problems confronted with
a world sliding towards multi-polarity and devise
measures for cooperation and engagement. He
talked of 3Ds — de-dollarization, democratization
and de-militarization, stating that the world is
confronted with new-age mysteries such as climate
change and development at par.

COLLECTIVE SELF-DEFENSE
On 9™ September, 2025, the world was shocked
when a close ally of US in the Gulf, Qatar was
attacked by 15 Israeli Defense Force jets to target
several Hamas main figures, present in Doha for
the purpose of ceasefire negotiations related to
the ongoing Gaza war. Almost all countries in the
world condemned the attack, saying it went against
the provisions of the UN Charter and was illegal
and highly irresponsible. Even the US appeared to
express disapproval of Israel’s uncalled for foray.
However, it is common knowledge that Israeli
influence has affected the neutrality of the US which
is a P-5 member. Because of Washington’s exercise
of veto power, the Security Council has been unable
to authorize appropriate measures in matters where
Tel Aviv’s interests are seen to be at stake.

Israel which has attacked Iran and Qatar apart from
other states in the region, is reinforcing a ‘new
norm’ in the middle East. Earlier, before deploying
force — however controversial — was taken under
some resolution passed pursuant to Chapter VII of
the UN Charter. That is how it was done in the case
of Iraq and initially Libya. In the Syrian episode,
even the semblance of legal cover was missing.
Likewise, the current establishment of International
Stabilization Force (ISF) in Gaza under the Trump
20-point so-called Gaza Peace Plan does not fall
under Chapter VII of the UN Charter.

The global consensus is that the armed attack
inside Qatar completely lacked legitimacy under
international law. Israel failed to cite any provision
of international law to justify its attack on Qatar.
It did try to justify its actions by referring to the
killing of Osama bin Laden (OBL) inside Pakistani
territory but failed to mention that Islamabad had
strongly protested and that a commission was
formed that declared the incident in utter violation
of international law. Further, the Security Council,
realizing the inherent illegality of America’s
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intervention to take out OBL, did not convene to
pass any resolution to enforce it — in order to ensure
that such an intervention was not seen as a legal
starting point for a potentially customary norm.
More recently, Pakistan’s strong military response
to India in May 2025 4-day war when New Delhi
struck at what it referred to as hideouts of non-state
actors, who, arguably, had long given up militancy,
was again to drive home the point that taking out
non-state actors in breach of territorial integrity
of any country could not be allowed to become a
‘norm’ under international law. The armed reply
of Pakistan was a vehement expression of both
‘protest’ (that is necessary under customary law)
and ‘preventive self-defense’.

Under international law laid down by the UN,
the way to get hold of a non-state actor is not a
‘war approach’ but a ‘law-enforcement approach;
meaning availing frameworks already provided
under UNSC 1373 for cooperation, exchange of
information, extradition, Interpol, etc. Israel did not
approach Qatar through these available channels,
nor did India make use of them vis-a-vis Pakistan
before launching attacks. Now Israel has decided
to extend its operations and military actions way
outside its own controversial frontiers. This is
Israel’s own personalized practice — denounced
by all, but it is pressing on with it. It attacked Iran
openly and does not hesitate to conduct covert
operations against neighboring countries. This
is a dangerous trend which is not slowing down.
The Israeli newspaper Haaretz recently said that
Turkiye could be the next Israeli target after Qatar.
Moreover, Israel is open and unapologetic about
its dream of realizing a ‘Greater Israel’. Its present
actions, therefore, are foreshadowing its future
conduct. This is being taken very seriously by all
the middle Eastern states that is likely to be affected.
Apart from a bilateral arrangement, like the recent
one, between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, what kind
of actions or measures should bring all of them
together in self-defense when faced with a threat
from Israel — measures which also have legitimacy
under international law? Collective security implies
a permanent arrangement and collective self-
defense is a sort of joint response — but on an ad hoc
basis. The starting point for the legal advisers of
Middle Eastern states should be the examination of

10.

BETTER

MORROW

models of an adhoc or permanent arrangements that
guarantee them backup and mutual support —and
what in international law is termed as permissible
or perfectly legitimate i.e. a collective regional
security arrangement. All states facing armed
threats from Israel are also members of the United
Nations. Being signatories to the UN Charter,
they are called upon to abide by the principles and
purposes of the United Nations. Article 52 of the UN
Charter encourages the establishment of regional
arrangements or agencies for dealing with matters
relating to the maintenance of international peace
and security as are appropriate for regional action,
provided that such arrangements or agencies and
their activities are consistent with the purposes and
principles of the United Nations. Article 52 follows
Article 51 which recognizes the right of ‘inherent
self-defense’ of all member states. This provision
constitutes an exception to the provisions of Article
2 (4) of the UN Charter which proscribes the use or
threat of force in international relations by member
states. It is further provided that the Security
Council shall, where appropriate, utilize such
regional arrangements or agencies for enforcing
action under its authority.

As has been experienced in the past, the United
Nations can no longer be relied upon to take
timely and effective action in cases of breach of
peace or violation of sovereignty. By creating a
regional arrangement for their collective security,
the member countries of the UN, particularly the
ones in the Middle East, not only would be acting in
collective self-defense but the action taken would
also be in conformity with Article 52 of the UN
Charter.

PAK-SAUDI MUTUAL JOINT DEFENSE
AGREEMENT

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have entered into a
landmark ‘Strategic Mutual Defense Agreement’
(SMDA) under which any aggression against one
state will be considered an attack on both countries.
The SMDA was signed in Yamamah Palace in
Riyadh by Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Shahbaz
Sharif and Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Minister,
Muhammad bin Salman (MBS) on 17" September,
2025. According to the text of the joint statement,
issued simultaneously by Islamabad and Riyadh at
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the conclusion of a day-long state visit of Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif to Saudi Arabia, the pact
“reflects the shared commitment of both nations
to enhance their security and to achieving security
and peace in the region and the world”. “It aims
to develop aspects of defense cooperation between
the two countries and strengthen joint ‘deterrence’
against any aggression”.

Since the 1960s, defense cooperation has served as
the principal pillars of Pakistan-Saudi Arabia’s all-
encompassing bilateral relations while the SMDA
formalizes this decades-old and robust defense
partnership.  The agreement marks the most
significant upgrade in Pakistan-Saudi defense ties
in decades. The pact formalizes commitments that
had long existed in practice, creating what some
analysts saw as a de facto joint defense umbrella.
For Pakistan, the agreement offers both strategic
and economic benefits. It secures vital Saudi
investment and funding at a time of fiscal strain
while reinforcing Islamabad’s standing as a Pan-
Islamic security provider.

For Saudi Arabia, it strengthens defenses against
threats from Iran, Houthi militias and regional
turbulence caused by Israel’s genocidal actions in
Gaza and aggression against other countries in the
neighborhood. The timing of the accord, coming on
the heels of an Arab and Islamic Summit in Doha
that signaled a shift towards ‘collective security’
hints that it is rooted in current world affairs and
reflects the defense concerns of both countries.
The Israeli attack targeting Hamas delegation in
Qatar heightened the urgency for this agreement
that had been under discussion for some time. The
irresponsible Israeli attack on Qatar, most likely
convinced the Saudis that it was the right time to
seal the deal. The signing followed high-profile
Israeli strikes in Doha and comes amid a broader
sense in Gulf capitals that the United States may not
be the automatic guarantor, it once was.

Pakistan had joined military alliances earlier,
including Cold War-era SEATO and CENTO Pacts
which had put it squarely in the Western camp. In
these US-led alliances, Pakistan was little more than
a bit player. In 1971, US refused to help Pakistan in
its war with India on the ground that military pacts
signed with US were meant, in what Washington
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interpreted, to defend it against communist
aggression only.In contrast, the defense pact with
Riyadh is different as Pakistan today has a combat-
hardened military and much-improved defense
capabilities. Pakistan’s profile was strengthened
following military clash with India in May, 2025,
sending the message that Pakistan could defend
itself against a much larger foe. Today, Islamabad’s
partnerships with China, Turkey and other Gulf
states remain important but lack binding mutual
defense clauses. Against this backdrop, signing of
the SMDA represents Pakistan’s most consequential
formal defense commitment in decades, tying its
security role inextricably to the evolving strategic
architecture of the Gulf. It is being seen as a moment
of tectonic significance for the Middle East and
South Asia. On the face of'it, it is a declarative pact,
containing a commitment to collective defense
in the spirit of NATO’s Article 5, from where the
accord borrows language regarding an attack on one
partner, being considered aggression against both.

Beneath the surface, however, there is deliberate
ambiguity about the scope of this agreement which
implies strategic signaling. The obvious signal
is that Riyadh believes US security guarantees
are no longer the sole hedge for its defense and
that it is prepared to institutionalize its own
‘deterrence’. What is public is short and formal.
The official statement gave only a brief description,
saying the agreement aims “to develop aspects of
defense cooperation between the two countries and
strengthen joint ‘deterrence’againstany aggression”.
That measured phrasing is a diplomatic curtain but
conversations behind it have been anything but
modest. Because the written text is opaque and
probably deliberately ambiguous, the debate that
followed — especially Western experts — focused
first and foremost on one explosive possibility —
does this pact imply Pakistani nuclear umbrella
for Saudi Arabia? One senior Saudi Official when
asked by Western media whether the pact might
obligate Pakistan to provide such a guarantee
bluntly said “This is a comprehensive defensive
agreement that encompasses all military means”.
Saudi political analyst, Muneef al-Harbi said “All
available military means on both sides will be used
if needed....Nothing is excluded, even deterrent
means”. Those observations fuel speculation about
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the existence of an itemized nuclear-sharing clause
because they show what Riyadh’s own media
ecosystem and public intellectuals believe the
agreement is meant to achieve.

Speculation in Western circles notwithstanding
Pakistan’s position on the nuclear deterrent is very
clear; Islamabad was obliged to develop nuclear
capability for ‘self-defense’ and ‘deterrence’ and
it is intended solely for safeguarding the country’s
own sovereignty and territorial integrity, not for
extension to other states. Even so, the immediate
reaction from Washington is likely to be alarm,
tempered by a degree of circulation. As a scholar at
the Stimson Center, Christopher Clay told DAWN
“The US is not enemies with either Pakistan or
Saudi Arabia but it would likely view any explicit
nuclear-sharing arrangement with concern”.
Nuclear sharing and extended deterrence, in his
view, are much harder in practice than in theory,
so only time will tell what stipulations the pact
actually entails. Whatever the eventual reality, the
accord has already sifted the political conversation.
Ambiguity it seems is also a form of ‘deterrence’.

Put plainly, the pact is not merely a rhetorical
shield. If the partners follow through with joint
planning, inter-operability standards, intelligence
fusion and defense-industrial links, the result
would be the most significant re-architecture of
Gulf security since the US basing network was
built after 1990. Whether it becomes an integrated
command and operational reality with rotational
deployments, pre-negotiated contingency plans
and shared logistics will determine whether this
is a heavyweight security alliance or an expensive
piece of theatre. The SMDA is making an impact far
beyond Islamabad and Riyadh. While there is talk
of extending the bilateral pact to other states, thus
creating a larger regional security framework, there
has also been unnecessary speculation about the use
of Pakistan’s nuclear assets. Any concerns on this
front must be allayed immediately and Government
Officials, in particular, should unambiguously
state that, as per Pakistan’s nuclear doctrine, the
atomic weapons are meant as a ‘deterrent’. Indeed,
the expansion of cooperation is a project worth
pursuing as currently, both the Middle East and
South Asia are experiencing geopolitical volatility.
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Whether the primary object of Riyadh’s deterrence;
be it Tehran, Tel Aviv or a broader effort to project
power into contested theatres, the pact may well
reshape the ‘balance of power’ in the Middle
East — especially because Pakistan’s conventional
and nuclear capabilities carry symbolic as well as
operational bite. That symbolism cuts both ways.
For Islamabad, the pact cements Pakistan’s claim
to be more than a regional player. For Riyadh, it
validates a strategy of strategic hedging maintaining
American ties while deepening relations with
Islamabad, China and Russia.

Addressing the UN General Assembly in New
York, the Iranian President, Masoud Pezeshkian
welcomed the defense pact between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia as the beginning of a “comprehensive
regional security system” with the cooperation of the
Muslim states of west Asia in the political, security
and defense domains. The new alignment could
also put Riyadh in an awkward position with New
Delhi. India has worked steadily to cultivate Riyadh
for energy, trade and diplomatic support and would
not welcome an explicit security pact between its
principal energy supplier and its strategic rival. New
Delhi’s public line on the signing of the agreement
is that it will “study the implications”. This captures
Delhi’s dilemma about how to preserve commercial
ties without neglecting a shifting security calculus
that may now require defensive re-assessments. On
the hand, United States signing of a 10-year defense
agreement with India has consequences for both,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

Pakistan’s former senator, Mushahid Hussain Syed
said a new defense pact between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia was forged in response to a perceived
rising threat of “Greater Israel” aggression and
a consequential loss of confidence in American
security guarantees in the Middle East. He asserted
that the pact would serve as a bulwark to contain
what he described as an “emerging Indo-Israeli
Axis”. Addressing an online interactive session
by Overseas Investor Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (OICCI) and the Pakistan Business
Council (PBC) in Karachi during a high-level visit
of Saudi investors’ delegation, Finance Minister,
Muhammad Aurangzeb said that the partnership
between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia is entering a
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new phase of strategic cooperation that should now
translate into deeper economic collaboration and
shared prosperity. He said Pakistan should learn a
great deal from Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 which
is gaining global recognition. Pakistan’s economy
had achieved macroeconomic stability and was now
undergoing structural reforms in energy, taxation
and other sectors to ensure long-term sustainability,
he said, adding that three global rating agencies
had acknowledged improvements in the country’s
economic indicators. The Inter-Parliamentary
Speakers’ Conference (ISC), in a joint ‘Islamabad
Communiqué”, hasreaffirmeditsshared commitment
to the foundational principles of peace, security
and inclusive development as enshrined in UN
Charter and the universally recognized principles
of international law. The Speakers said “we take
cognizance of the ever growing complexities in
the world today. The declaration underscored
the critical role of parliamentary diplomacy in
bridging divides, preventing conflict, fostering
people-centric  development and reinforcing
multilateralism as the foundation for a more just
and peaceful international order. They affirmed the
vital role of Parliaments in upholding the principles
of international law, advancing human rights and
supporting the legitimate aspirations of all peoples
to live in security, dignity and freedom.

Speaking at the 28" Sustainable Development
Conference of the Sustainable Development Policy
Institutes (SDPI) in Islamabad on 4th November,
2025, Bangladesh’s Adviser to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Syeda
Rizwana Hasan warned that multilateralism was
losing ground amid growing political unrest in
South Asia. She said worsening natural disasters,
soil degradation and regional disputes, particularly
between upper and lower riparian nations threatened
millions of lives.

Dr. Z A Qureshi, is MA (Arabic), MSc, MPhil and
PhD in IR. Served in PTV for forty years and rose
to be Controller News. He has been HoD in NUML
and Preston universities.

O

December 2025

STATE OF PAKISTAN ECONOMY

In mid-November Secretary General
TFP rang me and conveyed the desire of
Chairman TFP to make a presentation
on Pakistan’s Economy. The Chairman
wanted to know the unbiased and | <
professional opinion about the economy
of Pakistan, because these days some
people were painting very gloomy
picture of economy whereas others were claiming that
economy has improved over the years and there is no
apprehension about the default of the country.

v &
Syed Irtiqa A Zaidi

In deference to Chairman’s desire, I started working
on the subject and made a presentation in the Seminar
arranged by TFP on 23 November. The Seminar was
well attended by Generals, Brigadiers, Colonels and
other senior ranking members of TFP. I had chosen last
three years economic and social indicators from 2023
to 2025. Chairman TFP Gen (R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi
wanted to discuss figures for 2022 and earlier years.
Perhaps he was interested to know about the State of
Economy in Imran Khan’s regime. Gen (R) Amjad was
also interested to have data for the last 10 years.

It was decided that I will collect 10 years data on
Economic & Social Indicators of Pakistan and make a
presentation in the next Seminar for detailed discussion.
In this context I have tabulated the data and have
prepared a brief write-up for the next issue of BETTER
MORROW on the request of Secretary General TFP
Col (R) Bakhtiar Hakeem.

Stock Exchange

100 Index growth in 2016 was 9.8 percent which had
sharp dip in 2018 and 2019 by around 19.1 percent
respectively. The growth increased to 37.6 percent in
2021 and again gone down by 12.3 percent in 2022 and
by 0.2 percent in 2023. However, stock exchange 100
index had a big leap of 89.2% in 2024 and 73.2 percent
in 2025. This increase in 100 index is unparallel in the
history of Pakistan and Pakistan Stock Exchange was
rated best stock market in Asia.

GDP of Pakistan (Billion $)

It staggered between 313.9 and 327.2 between 2016
and 2023. However, it increased steadily in 2024 to
371.7 and 2025 to 411.0, highest in country’s history.

Foreign Exchange Reserves (Billion $)
Foreign Exchange reserves were lowest at 7.285 which
improved to 13.996 in 2024 and 19.269 in 2025.
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US $ Rupee Parity

Rupee vs US § was strongest in 2018 at 70.64. It went
downto 162.961n 2021 and lost ground in 2022 to 204.56.
However, Rupee became stable around 280 for three
years from 2023 to 2025. This is something unbelievable
and pleasant surprise to economic managers.

Foreign Direct Investment (Billion §)
It was lowest in 2018 at 1.36 and highest in 2025 at 4.02.

International Trade (Billion $)

Pakistan’s exports during last few years staggered
between 21 and 32 billion $ and imports between 50
and 58 billion $. Pakistan’s exports were at peak (39.52
billion $) in 2022 and imports skyrocketed to (84.32
B$) in the same year. The International trade of Pakistan
remained directionless. Trade policy which is prepared
every year fixes export targets and import probability, but
it is seldom implemented. The reason is that increase in
exports depends on multifarious incidents/events taking
place within and outside the country. Such as availability
of exportable surplus in the country, competitive prices
in international market, purchasing power of countries
importing goods from Pakistan, WTO regulations and
textile quota utilization. Similarly, it is not always
alarming if country’s imports are increasing, provided
textile machinery and raw material for value addition
and re-export is being imported. However, Ministry of
Commerce should keep an eye that consumable items
including food products are not allowed to be imported.

Trade Gap and Remittance

During 2016 to 2019 Pakistan’s economy was under
pressure as remittances could not offset the trade gap.
However, increase in remittances during 2020 and 2021

Stock Exchange 100 Index Growth (%)
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brought some sigh of relief. Again 2022 was a bad
year as remittances at 29.90 billion $ fell short of trade

gap of 44.80 billion $. However,

from 2023 onwards

remittances comfortably filling the trade gap.

Current Account Deficit

The current account deficit was highest (18.00 billion
$) in 2018 and lowest (1.85 billion $) in 2021. Very
significant improvement was noticed in 2023 when the
current account deficit decreased to 3.28 billion $ from
17.4 billion $ in 2022. From 2023 onwards deficit is in

manageable limits.
SBP Policy Rate (%)

SBP Policy Rate staggered between 5.75 to 13.50
between 2016 and 2022. However, it was raised to 22
in 2023 to control mounting inflation, highest in the
history of Pakistan. The rate touched the peak in May
2024 at 23%. In 2025 it was drastically cut to 11 percent
which is not less than a miracle. It became possible due

to sharp decrease in inflation rate.
Inflation Rate

Pakistan’s inflation rate is highly volatile. It was highest
(29.18%) in 2023 and then sharply nose-dived to 12-16
in 2024. In 2025 it dropped further to as low as 1.5%

in Feb 2025.
Unemployment Rate (%)

Unemployment rate fluctuated between 2.30 in 2016
to 6.34 in 2021. Thereafter it was highest at 7.50% in
2025. The reasons are obvious. Foreign companies are
exiting Pakistan due to decrease in purchasing power
of consumers. More over closure of businesses in post-
Covid period sharply increased unemployment.

GDP of Pakistan (Billion $)

Year GDP (Billion $)

2016 9.8
2017 23.2
2018 10.0
2019 19.1
2020 1.5
2021 37.6
2022 12.3
2023 02
2024 89.2
2025 73.2

2016 313.9
2017 339.6
2018 356.8
2019 321.8
2020 300.8
2021 348.9
2022 375.6
2023 337.2
2024 371.7
2025 411.0
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GDP Growth Rate (%) Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
Year Growth Rate (%) (Billion S)
Z0LE 4.1 Year FDI
2017 4.6 2016 2.30
2018 6.1 2017 2.41
2019 3.1 2018 1.36
2020 -0.9 2019 1.39
2021 5.8 2020 2.56
2022 6.2 2021 1.86
2023 -0.2 2022 2.15
2024 2.5 2023 1.46
2025 3.04 2024 2.57
2025 4.02

Foreign Exchange Reserves (Billion $)
International Trade (Billion $)

Year FX Reserves (Billion $)
2016 18.142 Year Exports Imorts
5017 16.144 2016 20.53 50.07
2018 9.763 2017 21.88 57.44
2019 7985 2018 23.63 60.87
2020 12.132 2019 23.75 50.06

2020 27.94 52.78
2021 17.298

2021 31.55 62.66
2022 9.816 2022 39.52 84.32
2023 9-160 2023 35.90 56.00
Lz 13.996 2024 32.44 56.48
2025 19.269 2025 32.11 58.33

US S Rupee Parity Trade Gap & Remittances
Bilion $)

2016 104.69 Year Trade Gap Remittances
2017 105.29 2016 29.54 19.9
2018 70.64 2017 35.56 19.7
2019 7215 2018 37.24 19.6
2020 74.31 2019 26.31 21.84
2021 162.96 2020 24.84 26.11
2022 204.56 2021 31.11 31.10
2023 979.53 2022 44.80 29.90
2024 278.52 2023 20.10 30.25
2025 58175 2024 24.04 30.30

2025 26.22 38.50
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Current Account Deficit (Billion $) HOW TO AVOID PROVINCIAL
WATER CONFLICTS IN
2016 -3.39
2017 12.12 1. Pakistan’s Water Apportionment gugmems sg-w »
p— g Accord of 1991 (WAA), does
1 = establish a framework for sharing
2019 -13.43 both existing water uses and |
2020 -4.45 balance river supplies (including Y & 2
2021 1.85 flood  supplies and future Pllz',o‘fD Amir
2022 174 storag§s) among the provinces. [ELEAVES
2023 398 Here is a breakdown of water
= distribution based on the WAA’s provisions: The
2024 -2.07 Accord divides the water in two main ways:
2025 -2.11 a. Fixed Provincial Allocations (Existing Uses):
SBP Policy Rate (%) Punjab: 55.94 MAF, Sindh: 48.76 MAF, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP/NWFP): 5.78 MAF (+ 3.00
car ate % MAF for Civil Canals) and Balochistan: 3.87 MAF
2016 273 b. Balance/Surplus River Supplies (including
2017 6.25 Flood Water and Future Storages): This is the
2018 7.00 part that addresses flood/surplus water. It is to
2019 10.75 be distributed based on the following formula:
2020 13.25 Punjab: 37%, Sindh: 37%, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
. o 1 . 0
2021 375 (KP/NWFP): 14% and Baluchistan: 12%
2022 13.50 Water Compensation Mechanism among the
Provinces with Examples
2023 22.00
2024 1950 2. Compensation Mechanism: If Punjab uses 30%
' Sindh’s share of water, should compensate Sindh
2025 11.00

with water, wheat or funds accordingly.
Contd. Page 35 .
Carry Over Dam: Store surplus flood water in wet

period in a carry-over dam placed in Punjab, with
50% of the stored water allocated to Sindh, as per

Success vs. Failure

Be resp.onsible‘for YOur success the Water Accord, Punjab should deliver this water
and failure, alike. Let the foci to Sindh accordingly, may be in the coming dry
of both, success and failure lie period.

inside you.

No one likes to be called weak, Water Compensation Mechanism Implementation

but how easily you blame others
for your failure and sometimes
credit others for your success.
You are weak as much as you
find reasons of your loss and
gains in others.
And you know stronger are
happier than weak ones.

Life by Bakhtiar
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4. Water Accord Implementation: Ensure effective
implementation of the Water Accord 1991.

5. Compensation Framework: Develop a clear
compensation framework for provinces.

6. Stakeholder Engagement: Engage provinces,
communities, and stakeholders in decision-making.

Water Compensation Mechanism Implementation
Benefits

7. Reduced Conflicts: Reduce inter-provincial water

conflicts.
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8. Efficient Water Use and Hydropower: Encourage
efficient water use, conservation, and Hydropower
production.

9. Regional Cooperation: Foster regional cooperation
and development.

The core issue is the implementation of the Accord,
which is often cited as the main source of conflicts,
despite the agreement’s existence. The failure to utilize
about 30 MAF of annual flood water that flows into
the sea, often causing disasters, is a critical national
issue related to inadequate storage capacity and
political consensus. By implementing these measures,
Pakistan can better manage its water resources, reduce
conflicts, and promote regional water and hydropower
cooperation.

Dr. Amir Haider Malik (Ex Advisor to Rector),
COMSATS University Islamabad, Park Road,
Chak Shahzad, Islamabad, Pakistan,

Cell Phone: 0092-333-58 11 893,
E-Mail: ahmalik1952@gmail.com

O

Education is Vehicle of Change

» If you agree to this hypothesis, do you rate
yourself educated?

» Testing the hypothesis, we should be able to
measure the change and be able to develop
some generalization. It will be necessary for
its wider acceptance and fruitful utilization.

* One way or a partial process would be
to enumerate and classify the mistakes,
deficiencies and the shortcomings. Have you
been able to pen-down some mistakes, faulty
concepts and erratic inferences in last one
week, a month or in a quarter?

* If education was able to fruition over past
some years; you must have proudly registered
what all you have learnt; or more precisely
unlearned and relearned in the past month,
quarter or a year. Very fine, even if nothing
was un-learnt, what all was learnt in last-----
any measure of time?

* Or have your age and experience been able to
take you out of this stage?
Life by Bakhtiar
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HANDSHAKES IN SPORTS AND
BEYOND

The handshake’s power began with
its origin in antiquity, as a physical
symbol of peace and goodwill;
when open-handed greeting was a
way to show that no weapon was
being held. Handshakes also matter
because they are a gesture of trust
and connection, both socially and ISR RISEIIG)
symbolically. This etiquette is indeed a universal non-
verbal language for positive human traits. A confident
handshake can project strength, trustworthiness, and
emotional stability.

It’s commonly done upon meeting, greeting, parting,
and offering congratulations, in all walks of life,
particularly in games, as a sign of good sportsmanship.
This attribute is also a code of fair play, respect, and
integrity in games and is characterized by treating
opponents, officials, and teammates with benevolence
and grace, even in competitive situations. It involves
demonstrating courtesy in both victory and defeat,

following the rules, giving full effort, maintaining a

constructive attitude, and displaying humanitarian
contemplations, like helping an injured opponent. In

many countries, particularly Western social contexts,
handshake refusal is often perceived as a sign of
hostility.

For instance, in 2023, the Ukrainian Fencer was
disqualified after his refusal to shake hands with his
Russian opponent, when both countries were at war.
Regretfully, the Indian Cricket Team rejected all these
norms at the 2025 Asia Cup cricket tournament, by
refusing to shake hands with their Pakistani opponents,
in the matches. Pakistan was compelled to file a formal
protest with the ICC, against this behavior of the
Indians and the match referee, who willfully facilitated
this; a behavior, which was most unbecoming of his
responsibility and status.

His apology for this later, may have only partially
mitigated the damage done to the sport by an official
of the ICC. This norm of the grip is followed in
politics too, even between sworn enemies, for the sake
of peace. A prominent example of this is the many
spectacular events when US president Donald Trump
and North Korean Supreme leader Kim Jong Un met
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in person multiple times; each culminating in genuine
and cheerful handshakes. These gestures symbolized
historic attempts at improving diplomatic relations
between the two countries. Even if such efforts didn’t
succeed, they lowered the tensions and created a positive
atmosphere for a tranquil future. But such munificence
may be unfamiliar to the petty and vindictive minds of
the top BJP leaders in India.

So, alternatively, rather than trying futilely to portray
themselves as victims of terrorism at a sports event,
they could successfully use such gatherings and
venues, to stop terrorist attacks against themselves in
days; permanently; if they have the courage to first
apologize — very publicly and sincerely — to all the
widows, orphans and children of IHK and honor their
own past pledges to accept the many UNSC resolutions
on plebiscite.

This will address the root causes of conflict in the sub-
continent, and India may not need to masquerade this
issue, repeatedly through false flag actions, like the
Pahalgam attacks, and axing Asian peace and prosperity.
But only such courage could enable the Indian rulers
of reclaiming their desire for ‘greatness’ (minus the
Akhund Bharat delusion).

Failing this, their antics may garner more votes, but
their wishes of grandeur will remain a dream. Further,
there is no way that it can hide or quash its humiliating
military defeat by Pakistan, earlier in May, through
such reprehensible antics abroad or winning a match.
Regrettably, we have learned from previous refusals
of the handshake incidents that outlaw states like
India will continue to remain outside the norms of
international sports and won’t hesitate, even to assault
its basic values. The said incident confirms that such a
conclusion is neither exaggerated nor hyped.

Some sports commentators argue that the international
games system has an incipiently classified structure

based on three roles: rule-makers, rule-takers and
rogue teams, who defy the rules. The Indian team has
proved that it belongs to the last category. To check
this, international sports regulators and committees
must encourage formulation of appropriate rules and
apply them without any lenience for bigger states that
exhibit uncivilized behavior or hatred for other teams
at international events, like the one witnessed recently
at Dubai. Only stern actions can prevent such “states of
concern,” with recalcitrant teams, from repeating such
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ugly and unpredictable behavior. Refusal to shake hands

in games are also reproved with a black card warning,

since the action is rude, uncivilized and discriminatory
behavior. The Olympic rules which address decorum

and team discipline are also instructive; particularly,
Rule 50 of the Olympic Charter, which prohibits
political, religious, or racial demonstrations and
propaganda in Olympic areas to maintain focus on
sports and unity. Violations are evaluated on a case-by-
case basis by the athlete’s National Olympic Committee
and International Federation, with potential sanctions
including disqualification or medal revocation.
Similarly, Football (soccer) rules address decorum and
discipline through Law 12, for actions like unsporting
behavior, dissent, or physical confrontations.

As many sports events are hosted by the UAE, the
organizers of games in the country, must specifically
formulate and implement their own country codes
for cricket and other games, which can effectively
deter and preclude repetition of such incidents and

prevent misuse of international sports, for defaming

and ridiculing others and dragging politics of hate and
deceit in sports, at the behest of governments. The UAE

authorities must also reappraise their own rules for
ensuring courtesy and friendly environment in sports
and hold separate investigation, about the role of the
BCCI, in addition to the probe by the ICC, to penalize
offenders.

Finally, while the handshake episode embarrassed
our team, it portrayed itself as true representatives of
a peaceful, civilized altruistic and rule-based country,
who gave their best to cricket. This made us proud
and gained us domestic and international respect
and praise. Our teams must keep this attitude and
conduct, for the sake of sports, for its own and
Pakistan’s reputation; their victory or loss in the
game notwithstanding.

The writer is the former President of NDU Islamabad
O

DISCLAIMER

The Forum takes no responsibility of the

data or the information provided by the

author. The opinion on any issue is that of
the writer and not of the TFP.
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BEYOND GROWTH: PAKISTAN’S WAR
AGAINST POVERTY, PRIVILEGE, AND THE

DIGITAL DIVIDE

Let’s not sugarcoat it — Pakistan is a land of jarring
contrasts. In one part of town, a billionaire is escorted
in a bulletproof Land Cruiser. Across the bridge, a
child rifles through garbage for dinner. And no, this
isn’t just bad luck or a temporary dip in fortunes. This
is by design. We’ve been sold a story: that if GDP
grows, the rising tide will lift all boats. But what if the
boats are chained to the bottom while the yachts float
higher? Dr. Mahbubul Haq, the brilliant mind behind
the Human Development Index, called this bluff long
ago. He reminded us that real development isn’t
about numbers — it’s about people. It’s about
whether children go to school, whether mothers survive
childbirth, and whether families eat more than once a day.
Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel laureate in economics, once said
that inequality isn’t just a moral issue — it’s a threat to
economic stability. And he’s right. In Pakistan, we see
the same story playing out every day. The top 1 percent
hoards wealth while 40 percent of the population lives
in multidimensional poverty. Add to that a broken
education system, crumbling hospitals, and a state that
often behaves more like a gatekeeper than a service
provider. You don’t need to crunch numbers to feel it
— the anxiety in a working-class mother’s eyes says
more than any economic report ever could. There’s a
reason why the rich are building taller gates while the
poor are digging deeper wells.

It’s not just the volume of poverty that’s alarming — it’s
the architecture of inequality that makes it so resilient.
This isn’t a temporary misstep; it’s a well-entrenched
design. A tax system that punishes consumption but
falls short of addressing direct taxation, a labour market
where informal workers form the backbone but remain
invisible in policymaking, and a state obsessed with
optics over outcomes. We’ve had enough of the Power
Points; what we need now is power to the people. And
that power begins with reform that doesn’t pretend.
For decades, elites have perfected the art of capturing
growth while outsourcing the consequences.
Landowners who haven’t planted a seed in years still
enjoy subsidies. Powerful elite amassed wealth over
generations operating on tax holidays on generational
wealth and inheritance while daily wage workers
queue for overpriced sugar. Somewhere along the way,
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Pakistan confused
privilege with
productivity. We
gave the keys
to the country

to those least Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari
interested in steering it forward.

The tragedy is not just economic, it’s existential.
Inequality of wealth quickly becomes inequality of
dignity. When a student in a far-off village has to walk
ten kilometres for a teacher who rarely shows up,
and a minister’s child gets an international education
with state perks, we’re not just failing at governance
— we’re violating the social contract. And this social
contract isn’t frayed — it’s in tatters. Ask any young
Pakistani why they want to leave. They’ll give you a
look. It’s not just about jobs. It’s about fairness, trust,
and the hope that if you work hard, you’ll get ahead.
Right now, that ladder looks more like a wall. There
is a way out, but it needs political courage and moral
clarity — both in short supply. Start with taxation.
We have to tax the rich. Yes, it’s politically difficult. But
so was eradicating polio — and yet we did it. The time
has come to shift the burden away from consumption
to capital. We need to close loopholes, digitise
land records, and ensure that wealth — especially
inherited, unproductive wealth — pays its due.
Then there’s public spending. For every rupee spent
on a ribbon-cutting ceremony, there are children dying
of preventable diseases in rural Sindh. This is not just
a misallocation — it’s a moral failing. Health and
education need to be seen as rights, not privileges.
That means not just building more schools, but ensuring
teachers show up. Not just importing ventilators
but maintaining basic sanitation. It’s boring work,
unglamorous work — but it’s the work that actually
matters.

Social safety nets must be expanded and modernised.
BISP was a good start, but it’s time to link cash
transfers to measurable outcomes — school attendance,
vaccination records, and nutritional benchmarks. No
more handouts for the sake of headlines. Let’s fund
dignity, not dependence. And yes, we must confront
the oldest taboo of all: land. Land reform remains
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the elephant in Pakistan’s living room. We know the
numbers. A small elite owns the lion’s share of arable
land, often leaving it underutilised while sharecroppers
barely survive. This is not just a rural issue. It’s an issue
of justice. If we can’t talk about land, we can’t talk
about equality. Full stop.

But here’s the twist. Amid all this dysfunction, a quiet
revolution is taking place — in the palm of your hand.
The digital revolution might just be the great equaliser
we’ve been waiting for. Tech doesn’t care about your
last name. Mobile banking has brought financial
inclusion to places the state never reached. Platforms
like Easypaisa and JazzCash are letting rural women
bypass patriarchal gatekeepers to access and move
money. They’re doing it from their homes without
getting perturbed how they will go to a bank and how
they will find someone ready to help them.

Digital classrooms are making it possible for children
in Jhang to learn from the same curriculum as those

in _Lahore. Telemedicine is bringing diagnostics to
Balochistan. Agricultural apps are helping farmers

in Rahim Yar Khan get fair prices without relying on
exploitative middlemen. But for all this to work, we
need not just devices, but digital literacy. A 4G tower
in a village means nothing if the people under it can’t
afford data or don’t know how to use it. Infrastructure
must walk hand in hand with inclusion.

This is where the state can play a constructive role —
not as a provider of patronage, but as a platform of
possibility. Let it ensure connectivity, regulate fairly,
and then get out of the way. Let entrepreneurs, students,
nurses, and small farmers innovate their way forward.
Just as Mahbubul Haq once asked us to measure what
matters, we must now build what empowers. Kate
Pickett and Richard Wilkinson in their influential book,
“The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost
Always Do Better”, showed how inequality poisons
even the wealthy. In deeply unequal societies, no one
feels safe. And in Pakistan, that’s tragically evident.
Gated communities, security guards, surveillance
systems — the rich are just as trapped in fear as the
poor are in hardship. It’s not a society. It’s a siege.

But it doesn’t have to be this way. We’re not poor
because we lack money — we’re poor because we lack
justice. We don’t need more donor reports or imported
models. We need to look inward, build bottom-up, and
trust our own people. Reform isn’t rocket science —
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it’s just will power plus empathy. And if we don’t find
both soon, we’ll keep spinning in circles, watching
each new ‘vision’ document fade into irrelevance. The
choice before us isn’t between socialism and capitalism,
or tradition and modernity. It’s between fairness and
chaos. Between a digital future that empowers, or a
digital dystopia that deepens divides. If we want to
build a Pakistan where opportunity isn’t inherited like a
family asset, we have to act — and act boldly.

So let’s not be the generation that downloaded every
app but forgot to upgrade the lives of the poor. Let’s
be the generation that saw the fault lines — and chose to
fix them, not flee from them. Let’s move beyond growth.
Let’s grow fair.

The Writer is a Harvard Alumni and tweets as
@kashifmateenpk

O

The Message of the Day - 16 Dec

So what if it is the morning of 16th December.

Stand up. Search for superior identity. Better
than the one you are now locked into. May it
be a notch higher.

Get out of ‘I’, ‘Me’, ‘Mine’ and ‘Ours’. Be
a Muslim. Be owner of the world He, made
you in-charge of. Be responsible for it, play
your role, be benevolent; or better than the
one, if you are already one. He gives you an
opportunity to be His best product.

BE A MUSLIM. IF THAT IS TOO
CHALLENGING BE A PAKISTANI.
BEWARE DO NOT GET DIVIDED
AND SUB DIVIDED.

If it is too tough or beyond you; be a Pakistani.
Serve this Country. Develop a resolve. You do
havea circle of influence and arena to play your
role. Start giving better than yesterday, start
yielding superior than yesterday. Remember
and NEVER forget your allegiance to the
superior identity.

Life by Bakhtiar P. 96
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KARNAK TEMPLE:
WHERE ETERNITY BREATHES

On the east bank of the Nile, where
sunrise gilds the desert in quiet
gold, stands the Karnak Temple
Complex—a place where history
is not a relic of the past but a living
presence. Known in antiquity as Ipet-
Isut, “The Most Select of Places,”
Karnak was once the beating heart of Thebes, the sacred
home of the god Amun-Ra, and the spiritual axis of
ancient Egypt. Yet to call it a temple is almost too small.
Karnak is a vast testament to devotion and ambition, an
open-air chronicle carved over two thousand years by
generations of kings who sought to make their mark
upon eternity. To walk through its colossal gates is to
step into a dialogue between humankind and the divine
one carried not in words, but in stone, shadow, and light.

Naveed

n 4d1.
Sultan (R)

A Monument Forged by Time

The first stones of Karnak were laid around 2000
BC, during Egypt’s Middle Kingdom. But its true
magnificence took shape centuries later, as New
Kingdom pharaohs—among them Seti I, Ramses II,
and Hatshepsut—expanded the site into a monumental
expression of faith and power. Each ruler added chapels,
pylons, and sanctuaries, layering their visions into a
single, evolving masterpiece. At its heart lies the Great
Hypostyle Hall, an architectural forest of 134 soaring
columns—twelve of them nearly seventy feet high—
each carved with hieroglyphs that shimmer in the sun.
Standing beneath them is like standing within a cathedral
built by gods. Light filters through the openings above,
falling softly across walls inscribed with victories, rituals,
and prayers. In those carvings, time feels suspended—
the air thick with the breath of those who once stood
here, seeking the favor of eternity.

The complex itself is a world unto its own. The
precinct of Amun-Ra dominates the site, flanked by the
sanctuaries of Mut, his consort, and Montu, the falcon-
headed god of war. Together, these spaces form a sacred
geography, a divine map of belief rendered in sandstone
and symmetry. Every corner hums with history, every
relief carries the echo of devotion. Karnak is not silent;
it murmurs softly in the wind, in the touch of sunlight on
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stone, in the presence of something that feels ancient yet
alive.

The Spirit of the Eternal

What makes Karnak so extraordinary is not just its scale,
but its soul. It is more than the sum of its architecture—
it is the embodiment of Egypt’s enduring dialogue with
the divine. Here, art and faith merge seamlessly. The
precision of the carvings, the alignment of temples to the
rising sun, the harmony between design and cosmos—
all reflect a civilization that sought meaning not only in
life but beyond it. Every column and inscription bears
witness to human aspiration: the desire to be remembered,
to transcend time, to create something enduring. In this
way, Karnak is less a ruin than a revelation—a reminder
that the need to connect with something larger than
ourselves is as old as civilization itself.

When Night Descends

As daylight fades and the desert cools, Karnak undergoes
a transformation. The Sound and Light Show, a modern
ritual of illumination, casts the temple in gold and indigo.
Statues glow softly; columns emerge from the darkness
like sentinels reborn. Narration drifts through the night
air, recounting the deeds of kings and gods as their images
flicker against the ancient walls. It is an experience both
theatrical and spiritual. The boundaries between past and
present blur; the temple becomes a stage upon which
eternity performs its quiet drama. Standing there, bathed
in shadow and light, you can almost feel the pulse of the
ages, the heartbeat of an empire that once believed its
gods walked among men.

A Living Legacy

Today, Karnak remains one of the world’s most
extraordinary testaments to human imagination. It is a
monument not only to ancient Egypt but to the enduring
capacity of the human spirit to dream beyond its own
limits. Its columns rise like prayers turned to stone. Its
hieroglyphs hold the rhythm of a language that still
whispers across millennia. And its vast courtyards remind
us that beauty, once created, can outlast even empires. To
visit Karnak is to encounter more than history—it is to
feel the weight and wonder of time itself, to stand within
a place where eternity seems to breathe. As the sun dips
below the horizon and the last light glows against the
ancient sandstone, one realizes that Karnak is not a place
we merely see. It is a place we feel—a living echo of
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devotion, art, and longing that continues to speak, softly but forever, to all who walk its sacred paths.

Among the shadows of gods and kings, I felt the pulse of my own soul-—small, yet endless, echoing through the
same breath of stone. Karnak did not speak; it listened, and in that stillness, I heard myself become part of its prayer

O

“One-Winged Flight”

Early Morning
The Monday morning beseeched her calm with bustling city sound
She stood before a mirror and saw her reflection which was brown
The time had finally come to conquer her professional playground
She knew that she was so much more than a foreigner, deep down
The freezing track that she travelled wasn’t from a rupee to a pound
Sometimes she gathered fierce frowns; sometimes she just drowned

But every time she persevered and turned her struggles around
Each time she got one step closer to cut her rough edges round
She moved across the oceans and her will was no longer bound
And the amazing force within her was not scuttling to be found
So with a blissful heart she wore her hijab like a majestic crown
Also before leaving she put on her values, foundation, and gown

Late Evening
Her trembling hand swam deep for keys in the night’s high tide
The moonlight gleamed on her face and saw tears that had dried
The interview was a success for her capacities were rather wide
Her talents spoke for themselves and were slightly hard to hide
But the thing that slashed her soul apart was the way she was eyed
It snatched away her self-confidence; it stole away her lively pride

At
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BM. Her writing
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society.

They said that the firm had definite rules, and they were a part of the ride
They said that she had to lose her scarf, and she had all the time to decide
She felt like she was ambushed by a mob, skinned alive, burnt, and died
She knew that it would gouge her core and could start a massacre inside
She never hoped that time would swing and both her worlds could collide
But it’s tough to weigh your odds when theres mammoth need to provide

So she closed her eyes unhappily, wishing the day would slacken its plight
She knew that she traded her nobility and her chances of peace were slight
Though her intelligence was magical and her future was nothing but bright
But an artist could scarcely become a star by carrying a bag of stage fright
This ice-covered territory had clipped her wing and pushed her off a height
So she silently prayed herself to sleep, preparing for her one-winged flight
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WHERE SSADOWS WEER FOR JLOVE

Whenever the griefs of this sorrowful world

Left my soul tired and torn,
O sorrow born of love—
It was you I remembered,
You I remembered,
Again and again.

Whenever my tears began to fall,
Helpless as the soft evening rain,
O sorrow born of love—

It was you I remembered,
You I remembered,

Again and again.

Whenever a thought of you rose in my heart,

Like an old wound aching in the dark,
O sorrow born of love—
It was you I remembered,
You I remembered,
Again and again.

O sorrowful beloved,
When the world grew cold and cruel,
Still we remembered,
Still we remembered,
Again and again...
Bound by sorrow,
Bound by memory,
Bound by the ache of impossible love.

And once, when a burning red rose
Trembled in the arms of fire,
Its beauty fading into ash—

I saw my own heart in those flames,
Burning for the love it could not keep.
O sorrow born of love—

Even then, I remembered you.

Ah, beloved of mine—
How could I forget you?
How could you forget me?
We met in the wilderness

Where sorrow sleeps beneath

Where flowers bloom in
secret gardens,
Where stars mourn in the

quiet sky, )
Whe;re the breeze carries Air Cdre Matloob
orgotten scents, Bokhari

every leaf,

Where shadows weep for love they cannot hold,

Where sighs wrap my trembling heart
Like pale, enchanted hands of night.

And there you stood—sorrowful, trembling—

Your sobs breaking the stillness,

Your sighs like a wounded bird

Searching for a vanished sky.
In the hush of darkness, your sighs trembled—
Each sigh a story,
Each exhale a funeral
For a dream that died before dawn.

Your tears flowed like a river,
Crying for the love that could not remain,
Sighing for the love
We were never allowed to keep.

O sorrowful beloved,
Even as the world turned cruel and cold,
Still we remembered,
Still we remembered,
Again and again...

Bound by sorrow,
Bound by memory,
Bound by the burning ache
Of impossible love.

Ah... still we remember,
Ah... still we remember,
Again and again.
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AMS

ABDUL MATEEN ANSARI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP (AMS)
AMS REPORT - 2024-25

Serving the Nation Since 2012

Mr. Kashif
Mateen Ansari

AMS REPORT - FY 2025-26
Ser|Contributors Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Total
BBF 30 Jun 2025 377,156
1 |Mr. Kashif Mateen Ansari 528,000 528,000
2 |Col Nasir 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 2,880 14,400
3 |Col Bakhtiar Hakeem 7,680 7,680
4 [Mr. Ahmed Ali 220,800 220,800
5 |Ms. Saira Tahir 67,200 67,200
6 |Syed Amanullah Husaini 4,800 4,800
7 |Mr. Osama Waris - AMS (SB) 2,880 2,880 2,880 8,640
8 |Mr. Mushtaq Ahmed Khan 2,880 2,880
Total:| 818,880 15,360 5,760 5,760 8,640 | 1,231,556
Beneficiaries
1 HITEC 2 )
2 Foundation Univ Rwp Campus 2 55,000 55,000
3 |Foundation Univ Isb (FUI) 3 -
4 (11Ul Univ 3 70,000 70,000
5 |APS (Girls) Humayun Road 1 -
6 |Dar-Ul-Madina 1 28,200 28,200
7 |Rwp Women Univ 11 190,000 43,000 233,000
8 |NUST (MCS) 1 -
9 |Fazaia Med College- 1 -
10 |[RB Tech & Learning 1 76,525 76,525
Total Paid to Beneficiaries 28,200 76,525 55,000 | 260,000 43,000 462,725
No of Institutions 10 11 10 10 10
No of Students 23 24 24 26 26
Received so far 1,231,556
Total Exp 462,725
Bal as on 30 Sep 25 768,831

AMS ; THE GRAND PICTURE
Details | Mar 12 to Oct 25 Nov-25 Cumulative
Picture
Receipt 21,057,567.00 8,640.00 21,966,207
Payment 21,154,375.80 43,000.00 21,197,376
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From p. 19

Inflation Rate (%) Unemployment Rate (%) .o o

L]

2016 2.86 2016 2.30

2017 4.6 2017 3.22

2018 4.7 2018 4.08

2019 6.8 2019 4.83 K o tor WEEREBe Love
2020 95 2020 6.13 -
2021 8.9 2021 6.34

2022 19.87 2022 5.49

2023 29.18 2023 5.10

2024 12.16 2024 5.47

2025 4.49 2025 7.50

msm TFP %
My heartfelt thanks to Her Royal Highness
Princess Narzine, head of International
Federation for Human Rights and Peace,
for graciously selecting my poem Where
Mr. Fawad Younus N L Shadows Weep for Love for publication in

CEO PKPA \ World Elite Magazine. I am deeply honored
and profoundly grateful for this recognition.

TFP is in service of mankind, since
early 2007. A dialysis machine was
donated to PKPA, by Begum Saira
Tahir. This is overall 4th machine. It
is Fresenius 4008 S, Next Generation
Dialysis machine; made in Germany.

o el | ot () i el | g
Best out of you is one who is most benevolent
for the mankind

o Ms. Maryam Jahazneb, a student of class
*-!;E:.’EIE.QQ.NIE%L% 2 at APS Chaklala Garrison secured first
CERTIFICATE Position in the Province of Punjab in

e s rsaro Mathematics; contest held in 2025. And
won Silver Medal in Pakistan, overall.

—— It was conducted by International
e i T A Competence & Aptitude Testing Services
@ (ICATS); on 1*t Oct 25. Wishing this young
==" talent Godspeed in her future pursuits.
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